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EDITORIALS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS. 


The Next Meeting of the Association will take the form of a 
Dance, to be held at the Lower Hall, Battersea Town Hall, 
Lavender Hill, Clapham Junction, on Wednesday, November 24th, 
from 7.30 to 11.30 p.m. The pillars in this hall, which were a cause 
of some inconvenience at the last Battersea dance, have now been 
removed, leaving considerably more room. 


Mr. G. D. A. Colbourne has kindly agreed again to act as 
M.C., while the music will be provided by Godfrey’s Orchestra, 
which has been so greatly appreciated at previous dances. The 
catering is again in the hands of Messrs. Arding and Hobbs. 


Tickets, price ls. 6d. exclusive of refreshments, may be obtained 
by post from Mr. R. D. H. Smith, Public Library, Richmond, or 
personally from: Mr. Bussey, Hackney; Mr. Cooper, Battersea ; 
Mr. Cross, Croydon; Mr. Sinclair, St. Pancras; Mr. F. S. Smith, 
Bethnal Green ; Miss Exley, St. Marylebone; Miss Rees, Fulham ; 
Miss Toms, Islington. 

The last dance was, socially and financially, the most success- 
ful the Association has held. Will every London member please 
endeavour to sell some tickets, so that even that record may be 
eclipsed ? 

Sessional Arrangements.— 
December 15th, 1926. 7 p.m. 
Speaker: A. C. S. Beales, Esq., B.A. Hons. (Lond.), late 
Inglis Scholar, King’s College, University of London. 
Subject: ‘‘ The Public Library from a Research Student’s 
Point of View.’’ 

Place: National Liberal Club, Whitehall Place, S.W.1. 

Chairman: C. R. Sanderson, Esq., F.L.A., Librarian. 

Light refreshments will be served 6.30—7 p.m., by kind 
invitation of the Library Committee. 
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January 12th, 1927. 7 p.m. 
Speaker: A. T. Austing, Esq., Ilford Public Library. 
Subject: ‘* Fresh Consideratons on Book Selection, Cata- 
loguing and Classification.’’ 
Place: Southwark Central Library, Walworth Road, S.E.17. 
Chairman: R. W. Mould, Esq., F.L.A., Chief Librarian. 
February 9th, 1927. 
Dance at Fulham Town Hall, 7—11 p.m. 


Junior Section.—At a meeting held prior to the Inaugural 
Meeting at Lincoln’s Inn, Mr. Harrod, now of Croydon, was 
elected Hon. Secretary of the Section in place of Miss Riches, 
resigned. Progress has been made with the arrangements for 
the session, and an announcement will be made shortly. 

We urge our young members to attend and support the 
section. 


American Library Association Publications.— Messrs. Grafton, 
51, Great Russell Street, W.C., are the sole agents in the United 
Kingdom for American Library Association Publications. The 
A.L.A. prefer that English orders be placed with the agents 
rather than direct . 


The Inaugural Meeting.—The afternoon of Wednesday, 
October 6th, was spent in and around the quiet precincts of 
Lincoln’s Inn. There was a goodly muster by the Old Gateway 
at 3.15 p.m., when under the guidance of the Head Porter we 
were conducted round the Hall, Council Chamber, Chapel, Dining 
Hall and Library. Unfortunately for us, restoration and repair 
work was in progress in’ a number of the places we visited, and 
many of the remarks of our guide were consequently lost or 
drowned in the clang of the hammer. However, that did not 
prevent us from admiring the architectural beauties of our sur- 
roundings. The library, like most of its type, impresses with its 
quietude and dignity. One feature of interest was the provision 
of two galleries—a narrow one stepped above a wide one. The 
two galleries added to rather than detracted from the general 
appearance. From the library we passed to enjoy the green 
pastures of the court and later went in search of tea. 

For several years it has been the aim of the Council to have 
a speaker for the Inaugural Meeting from outside the profession, 
yet one who is more or less engaged in some kindred walk of life. 
ihis idea has met with unvarying success, and as a result mem- 
bers of the Association and their friends have been privileged to 
listen to several speakers well-known in the world of literature. 
Amid the atmosphere of a room lined with portraits of renowned 
Benchers and ex-Benchers, among whom we noticed Orpen’s 
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portrait of the Earl of Oxford, the large audience was afforded 
the opportunity of listening to a man whose name is practically 
known to every household through his broadcasting. Mr. Desmond 
McCarthy radiates his knowledge of literature from 2LO, and is, 
in addition, an editor, dramatic critic and essayist. That he is 
well-qualified to occupy these posts must be the unanimous opinion 
of his hearers at Lincoln’s Inn, for he showed a masterly know- 
ledge of a very wide field of literature, and delighted all with his 
unconventional address on ‘‘ The Bubble Reputation.’’ We would 
that more had dared to enter into a discussion with Mr. McCarthy 
after his paper was ended, for some of the brightest spots in the 
evening’s programme were encountered in the cross-room dis- 
cussions which ensued. 

The votes of thanks were suitably proposed by the President, 
whose vote to Mr. McCarthy was ably seconded by Mr. G. F. 
Vale, and Mr. F. E. Sandry, whose pleasant duty it was to render 
thanks to the authorities of Lincoln’s Inn for their courtesy. 


Work of the Council.—The October meeting of the Council 
was held prior to the General Meeting at Lincoln’s Inn, when the 
President of the Association (Mr. G. W. Strother, of Leeds) 
occupied the chair. The reports of the Committees contained 
nothing of general interest, unless it was the very advanced stage 
which the Education Committee had reached in their arrangements 
for the session’s programme. 

The Council decided to send a communication to the Editor 
of the ‘‘ Encyclopedia Britannica ’’ anent the non-bibliographical 
use of the term “ edition ’’ and the unsuitability of the India 
paper editions for public library use. 


The Next Meeting of the Council will be held at the National 
Library for the Blind on Wednesday, November 3rd, at 7 p.m. 


Net Books.—The Bookseller for September contains a short 
article on ‘* Public Libraries and Discounts.’’ We note that the 
writer draws attention to the fact that the bulk of all other pur- 
chases by Councils are obtained at wholesale or semi-wholesale 
rates; he suggests that it is only to be expected that they should 
try to obtain books at similar rates. Further, that as a discount 
is already allowed on newspapers and periodicals, such a demand 
is but natural. ‘‘ With school books we have seen the book- 
seller supplanted by supply associations and direct dealings with 
publishers established. If a cast-iron attitude is adopted in the 
case of the public libraries, there is a danger of the business 
being lost in the same way.”’ 
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ASSOCIATION OF SPECIAL LIBRARIES AND 
INFORMATION BUREAUX. 


Third Conference. 


As in 1925, Balliol College, Oxford, was the setting selected for 
the Annual Conference of the Association. 


The Report of the 1925 Conference contained much matter 
that is of extreme interest and use to public librarians ; the forth- 
coming Report will prove no less valuable. 


The Conference assembled early on Friday evening, and were 
welcomed by the Master of Balliol. About 140 delegates sat down 
to dinner in the Hall, which is graced by portraits of famous 
Balliol men, chief among them being Benjamin Jowett, Strachan 
Davidson, Archbishop Temple, Lord Lansdowne, Lord Oxford, and 
Lord Milner. 


If the time-table was to be adhered to it was evident that 
everything would depend upon organisation and chairmanship. 
The College servants carried out their portion with a celerity 
that was amazing. We finished dinner inside schedule, though 
many lingered lovingly and with envy over the beautiful silver 
tankards. However, the Chairman’s hammer called us from 
refreshment to labour, and we listened attentively and with 
admiration to the speech of welcome delivered by the 
Master. Most of us know of his great interest in the 
democratic side of education, and in the short happy 
speech that he delivered he created within us the feeling 
that the interest was even larger than we had _ suspected. 
The Master then called upon the Rt. Hon. Viscount Burnham to 
address the gathering. The address displayed a sympathy and 
understanding of the aims and difficulties of the Association, 
together with an appreciation of the needs for such an organisation 
to link up and give life to the many isolated units of information 
that exist. 


The Conference then went into General Session, and we were 
given a short account of the progress of things in general, followed 
by a statement on the Directory of Special Libraries and Informa- 
tion Bureaux by Mr. G. F. Barwick, who is editing the work. 
This venture is being fathered by the Carnegie Trust, and 
undoubtedly will be of great service in indicating the whereabouts 
relief was occasioned by Mr. Barwick’s request for information 
about certain collections of buttons and of violins. Needless to 
say, this request received the usual disproportionate notice in the 
Press. 
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On arrival at the College members were given a set of the 
papers to be read at the Conference. As papers were taken as 
read, a keen eye was needed to spot debatable points at a mere 
glance, but this difficulty was overcome to a degree by the reader 
skating over his paper and giving the gist of it before discussion 
opened. Mr. A. B. Hyslop, Treasurer of the Carnegie Trust, 
gave the first paper, ‘‘ The ‘ Outlier’ Policy of the Carnegie 
United Kingdom Trust.’’ Briefly, the Trust has made grants to 
various special libraries, which in return agreed to make their 
collections available via the Central Library for Students. Such 
libraries are called ‘‘ outliers.’’ It is a horrible word, and we 
hope that something more apt and explanatory will be employed. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Newcombe followed with a paper on 
‘** Inter-Communication between Libraries.’’ This was in reality 
a resumé of the objects of the A.S.L.I.B., since it gave cogent 
reasons for co-operation between various types of libraries, which 
is the chief concern of the Association. 

One point—an old one—was brought out in the’ paper and 
closely concerns us. ‘‘ We must bring about co-operation between 
all bodies working for the extension and welfare of libraries. We 
must consider the work of the Library Association, and of. the 
Joint Standing Committee on Library Co-operation, and must link 
up wherever necessary. I believe that the ultimate solution of 
co-operation between these larger units lies in the direction of a 
central building in which the headquarters of all these bodies may 
find a home. Possibly other kindred bodies such as the Associa- 
tion of Assistant Librarians, the Museums Association, and the 
Bibliographical Society might also be housed in this central 
building.’’ Since the Library Association and the A.S.L.1.B. have 
to find new homes next year, this suggestion may bear fruit. Mr. 
Jast opened the discussion in a dampening manner. But he 
generally does that these days. We are inclined to think that Mr. 
Jast’s damping of the fire is really a bit of surreptitious blowing. 
The ensuing discussion strengthened that view. Some were in 
favour of a co-operative cataloguing bureau; others were not. In 
theory it is essential if full use of all sources is to be made, yet 
many thought in practice it might not be so, and that the tremen- 
dous expense would not be altogether justified or necessary. The 
discussion kept on for quite a long time—in fact, until coffee and 
biscuits made their welcome appearance. Shortly afterwards 
members strolled off under the moonlight across the gardens to 
their rooms, very pleased with the way the opening session had 
passed. 

On Saturday morning we had to pay the usual penalty exacted 
of all those who attend conferences. We were marshalled and 
shepherded ; moved to the right; then to the left; then up; then 
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down ; and finally having satisfied all the esthetic hopes and desires 
of a very persistent individual—photographed. 

It was manifestly impossible to be present in three different 
rooms at once. That is what the programme demanded. The 
Conference was split into three sections, all meeting at the same 
time, and one had therefore to decide which section promised to 
be the most useful. Mr. W. Benson Thorne and myself decided 
to visit the section presided over by Mr. C. R. Sanderson. We 
made a good choice. Principal Hudson, of Huddersfield Technical 
College, delivered an interesting and provocative paper on ‘‘ The 
Distribution of Technical Literature.’’ The paper was a plea for 
the better provision of technical literature in colleges for students 
and the need for closer co-operation between libraries to augment 
resources and increase the availability of technical books and 
periodicals. But the real point of interest to librarians was the 
passage in Principal Hudson’s paper where a total lack of know- 
ledge of the public libraries of the country has given birth to a 
generalisation which is untrue. It appears that a questionnaire 
was sent out by the Association of Technical Institutions with the 
object of discovering the nature of the provision of libraries within 
technical institutions. From the replies Principal Hudson gathers 
that ‘‘ although public libraries generally provide an ample supply 
of fiction, very few have literature of a technical nature available.’’ 
Since this generalisation is the result of the replies received, we 
are wondering how much value can be placed upon the other 
information given. Unfortunately, questionnaires are as common 
as newspapers, and are often treated as lightly. Mr. W. C. 
Berwick Sayers promptly replied to this ridiculous and untrue 
statement by calling attention to the many technical libraries set 
apart within the public library, and suggested that where provision 
was bad or only moderate, the staffs of the technical institutions 
were themselves to blame if their wants went unsatisfied, since it 
was almost certainly due to their failure to articulate. 


Another point that was discussed was the need for a clearing- 
house to connect the man who desires to dispose of periodicals 
with the man who wants numbers or volumes to complete sets. 
There is little doubt that the establishment of simple machinery 
to eliminate the wastage that goes on would prove of great benefit. 
The papers read during the morning at the other sections were 
** Systematic Indexing,’’ by Mr. J. Kaiser; ‘‘ Some New Devices 
Useful in Indexing,’’ by Mr. Rottenburg; and ‘‘ Research as an 
Aid to Business Management,’’ by Mr. W. A. Cooke. 


The afternoon was left free for a visit to the Bodleian. Two 
large parties availed themselves of this opportunity of seeing some 
of the treasures of this famous library. A visit was paid to the 
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large underground book-storage rooms, where the cases are packed 
as compactly as possible, each case being suspended from over- 
head rails. Space sufficient for one case is left vacant in every 
row ; the merest push secures movement. 

On coming out into the light numbers of the party made for the 
Radcliffe Camera, and ascended to the roof to view the surround- 
ing city and country. With the leaves just turning and the sun 
playing brightly, the many towers of Oxford showed up in all their 
beauty. 

Tea was taken shortly afterwards in the Hall at Balliol, and 
was followed by informal discussions on various topics, after 
which most of the members went out for a wander round Oxford 
before dinner. At the evening session papers were read by Mr. 
W. C. Berwick Sayers, on ‘* Systems of Classification, with par- 
ticular reference to those used in Special Libraries ’’; Mr. S. S. 
Pickles, on ‘‘ The Transformation of Files of Data into an Active 
Service ’’; Mr. R. Borlase Matthews, on ‘‘ Information Bureaux ’’ ; 
and Mr. H. E. Potts, on ‘* Instruction in Bibliographical Technique 
for University Students.’’ The discussion on Mr. Sayers’ paper 
was almost entirely left to public librarians present. That was a 
pity, for we wanted to hear the other side. Mr. Pickles’ paper was 
a very able and concise account of the workings of the Library 
of the Research Association of British Rubber and Tyre Manufac- 
turers. The Association publishes a summary of Current Litera- 
ture each month, in which references, and in some cases abstracts 
are given of all matters of interest which have occurred during 
the preceding month. Books and periodicals are practically passed 
through a sieve, and the abstracted information is catalogued and 
indexed very thoroughly. Altogether this was one of the most 
illuminating papers on the working of a special library information 
service. 

Mr. Borlase Matthews’ paper was, as last year, an extremely 
valuable contribution. During his paper specimens of the periodi- 
cal ‘‘ Electro-Farming ’’ were circulated. The articles in this 
periodical are classified by Dewey, and marked so that they can be 
abstracted and used in an information file. 

Mr. Potts devoted himself to a plea for proper instruction in 
the intelligent use of a library—a plea which all librarians will sup- 
port. Mr. Potts deplored the fact that university teaching ignores 
the technique of consulting books, and stated that ‘‘ Although 
some teachers are inclined to think that the art of consulting books 
is innate . . . there does exist a real technique of which even 
an elementary knowledge is useful and . . . should be taught. 

If all students could be given fuller information on these 
lines, it would increase the status of the librarian. He is a pro- 
fessional who cannot be superseded by a mere amateur.”’ 
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Sunday morning was devoted first of all to the Business 
Meeting. The draft constitution was approved with a few minor 
alterations suggested by those who had had experience with the 
formation of similar associations, and the old council was 
re-elected. 

During the afternoon Mr. J. C. Stobart, of the British Broad- 
casting Company, arrived from the Adult Education Conference at 
Cambridge. After tea he gave a short talk on the education work 
of the B.B.C., and referred to the demands on the public libraries 
that had followed talks. 

Sir Richard Gregory, editor of ‘‘ Nature,’’ suggested that the 
B.B.C. would be doing good work if they would tell listeners that 
they should go to their public library if they wished to pursue any 
subject or desired further information on points raised. Sir 
Richard told one or two stories to illustrate the abysmal ignorance 
that exists on the phenomena of life in illustration of his point. Mr. 
Stobart promised to consider carefully the question of direction 
towards the public library. As Mr. Stobart stated that the B.B.C. 
sometimes receive as many as 1,000 letters asking for the name 
of a publisher of a book mentioned in a talk, a broadcast notice 
that the public library could help listeners would be beneficial to 
both the B.B.C. and the public library. 


During the evening Mr. P. K. Turner opened a discussion on 
International Language in relation to Abstracting and Informa- 
tion Bureaux.’’ Esperanto was suggested. Mr. Jast, with his 
usual aptitude, found a chink in the armour of the Esperantist. 
Enquiry in another place and at the correct time failed to elicit 
the Esperanto equivalent for sherry and bitters. Even the 
Esperanto expert who was present failed lamentably—he was a 
teetotaller! However, the equivalent was born later in the evening, 
but Mr. Jast did not appreciate the child. Mr. Turner made out 
a good case. It is a grave difficulty when a very valuable article 
appears in a language of which capable translators are few. The 
remedy suggested was the publication of a précis in Esperanto 
beside the original article. By this’ means one could judge of the 
value of the article and determine whether a complete translation 
was required. 


The reports of the Chairmen of the various sections, and a 
general résumé by Dr. Hutton closed the evening. 


‘ 


Two or three things became apparent during the Conference. 
Those representing special libraries were in many cases unaware 
of the technical libraries and information services that already 
exist in a number of industrial towns. The public librarians pre- 
sent benefited no doubt from contact with the business man. The 
public librarian is interested in the widest dissemination of the 
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books and information in his charge; the business man is a con- 
server for his own particular use. Yet both have many things in 
common, and we think that a great deal could be done by a round 
table conference of public and special iibrarians, for much obscurity 
of functions still exist. There were not nearly sufficient public 
librarians present. 

Many deplore the fact that another association has been 
brought into existence outside the Library Association. Time alone 
will show who is right. But of this we are certain ; the formation 
of the Association has brought out into the light a highly 
specialised branch, of librarianship. And that is all to the good 
of the profession. 

One cannot let the opportunity pass of paying a tribute to the 
very efficient way in which the Conference was organised. Every- 
thing went with the ease of well-oiled machinery ; the Organising 
Secretary (Mr. G. W. Keeling, B.A.) thoroughly deserved the 
thanks of those present. 


GREEN MANSIONS.* 


By GwENDOLEN Regs, F.L.A., 
Fulham Public Libraries. 


What visions these words suggest! They waft us away from 
the dreariness of towns, and take us back to summer woodlands. 
Sitting on the brightest of green carpets, with stately pillars of 
tree-trunks rising round us and delicate green arches above, we 
enter into the spirit of Hudson’s picture of the tropical forest. 
Says he, ‘‘ For what a roof was that above my head! Roof I call 
it, just as the poets in their poverty sometimes describe the infinite, 
ethereal sky by that word; but it was no more roof-like and 
hindering to the soaring spirit than the higher clouds that float 
in changing form and tints, and, like the foliage, chasten the 
intolerable noon-day beams. How far above me seemed that leafy 
cloudland into which I gazed! Nature, we know, first taught the 
architect to produce by long colonnades the illusion of distance, 
but the light-excluding roof prevents him from getting the same 
effect above. Here nature is unapproachable with her green, airy 
canopy, a sun-impregnated cloud—cloud above cloud; and though 
the highest may, be unreached by the eye, the beams yet filter 
through, illumining the wide spaces beneath—chamber succeeded 
by chamber, each with its own special lights and shadows.”’ 

So we are lured to read on, to enter the enchanted forest with 
this son of nature, who had spent his early life among the vast 








* Read at Reading, May 26th. 
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open spaces of the Pampas, who had grown up amidst her soli- 
tudes. He had drunk deep, had absorbed, it would seem, nature’s 
very spirit, for his description of her are charged with a mysterious 
force ; they are dynamic, and yet of an ethereal quality that charms 
and fascinates. Indeed, the latter quality pervades the whole 
story, and makes one wonder whether after all, it is not an allegory. 
Abel might be the human soul always wandering, always searching, 
frequently disillusioned, yet never desisting from the pursuance of 
its destiny. Then let us imagine that Rima is the spirit of nature, 
exquisitely beautiful, utterly free from conventional conceptions, a 
being whose form is merely a transparent veil for her spirit, 
instantly reflecting her every mood, a trait familiar to all nature- 
lovers. Abel expresses the phenomenon thus: ‘‘ Have you ever 
observed a humming-bird moving about in an aérial dance among 
the flowers—a living prismatic gem that changes its colour with 
every change of position—how in turning it catches the sunshine 
on its burnished neck and gorget plumes—green and gold and 
flame-coloured, the beams changing to visible flakes as they fall, 
dissolving into nothing, to be succeeded by others and yet others? 
In its exquisite form, its changeful splendour, its swift motions 
and intervals of aérial suspension, it is a creature of such fairy- 
like loveliness as to mock all description. And have you seen 
this same fairy-like creature suddenly perch itself on a twig, in the 
shade, its misty wings and fan-like tail folded, the iridescent glory 
vanished, looking like some common dull-plumaged little bird 
sitting listless in a cage? Just so great was the difference in 
the girl, as I had seen her in the forest, and as she now appeared 
under the smoky roof in the firelight.’’ 

And so Abel, the human soul, is fascinated, but at first he 
only hears the bird-songs of Rima, the spirit of nature, and 
becomes dimly, then acutely conscious of her presence; she evades 
him, shyly, playfully, but although her language in its melodious 
sweetness of warbling birds and silver-tongued brooks is too subtle 
for him, yet an understanding grows up between them, and at last 
their essential oneness is revealed to both. 

Later the clouds gather, and some might consider the beauty 
of the story spoilt by the horror and tragedy of its concluding 
chapters, and might criticise also the introduction of Rima’s quaint 
whim, the fulfilment of which proves so fatal. There is, how- 
ever, one compensation: Rima would have become impossible if 
fate had allowed her to do anything so prosaic as to wed Abel; 
she was far too free and ethereal a being for that. As it was, 
to pursue our allegorical fancy, brute, force with its blind super- 
stition, in the form of a tribe of Indians, burns the fairy form of 
this daughter of the Didi, for so Rima appeared to them; reduced 
it to a few white ashes from which her eternal spirit rose to take 

















197 


the form of a poignant and ever-living memory in the heart of 
her lover. But before Abel, the human soul becomes reconciled 
to Rima’s cruel fate, he passes through the valley of the shadow, 
the agony of separation is all but too much for him. Part of 
himself has been wrenched away, leaving the more material ele- 
ments of his nature helpless in the throes of a maddening despair, a 
burning desire for revenge, and finally a remorse which, however, 
rescues the man that is in him, and he at length fights his way 
back through terrible suffering and famine to civilisation and the 
love of his kind. Yet through it all, his spirit clings tenaciously 
to the idea of a reunion with the spirit of nature, and Rima’s sacred 
ashes are borne along through all his perils, in order that upon 
his death, they may be fused with the ashes of his own mortal 
body. 

Thus it is with every human soul that is sundered from the 
spirit of nature, either by force of circumstances as in the case 
of Abel, or because of its own perversity. The separation always 
causes greater or less suffering, both spiritual and physical, but 
there remains if not a conscious, then a sub-conscious longing for 
her beauty, her freedom from the toils and perversions of the 
artificial mode of life which man has evolved for himself; a revolt 
against the wholesale destruction, of her woodlands going on all 
around, a destruction as blind and ruthless as that of Rima’s 
graceful form by the Indians of Hudson’s story. And so we, the 
products of modern civilisation, cut off from the great, free spirit 
of nature, live stunted and often perverted lives, many of us penned 
up amidst stones and bricks and dust, with insufficient air, scanty 
sunshine and little that is inspiring to look upon. How can we 
tell what greatness of mind and spirit might be ours, if we were 
free to live amongst and absorb the restful beauty of forest glade 
and mountain top? But until we have learnt to reduce our material 
requirements to a minimum, we have to be content with all too 
brief glimpses of the world of nature. In the intervals, we are 
grateful to be able to enter the ‘‘ Green Mansions ’’ of Hudson’s 
imagination, and to find there a refreshing breath of reality, an 
inspiration and a power of interpretation which only the spirit of 
nature herself could have given him. 





NEW MEMBERS. 


Members: Dorothy F. Atkins (Nat. Institute for Research in Dairying, Reading) ; 
G. W. Axe, J. Mordsky (Stepney); R. Dracup (Watford); D. T. Eaton 
(Port Talbot); Dora Etchells, Nancy Osborne (Derbyshire County) ; 
J. Revie (Cardiff); T. C. Spring (Kensington). 

Miptanp Division.—Associates: J. H. Davies, Misses Fhersk, Goodwin, Short- 
house, Thwaites (Birmingham); Member: A. Lee (Birmingham). 
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THE DIVISIONS. 


MIDLAND Division. 


The Annual Meeting was held at the Reference Library, Birmingham (by 
kind permission of Walter Powell, Esq., Chief Librarian), on September 22nd, 
when Mr. G. L. Burton presided over an attendance of 22 members . 


The Annual Report was submitted by the Hon. Secretary, and adopted on 
the motion of Messrs. Patrick and Chubb. Miss Baker (Hon. Treasurer) 
presented the financial statement showing a deficit of 13s. 93d., and this was 
adopted on the motion of Messrs. Woods and Chubb. 


Nominations for officers and committee were reported as follows :—for 
Chairman, 2 nominations; for Hon. Assistant Secretary, 2 nominations; for 
Hon. Auditor, 2 nominations; and for six members of Committee, 15 
nominations. A ballot was taken, and the following were declared elected :-- 


Chairman, Mr. C. Lindsay (Birmingham). 
Hon. Secretary, Mr. V. Woods (Birmingham). 
Hon. Treasurer, Miss M. G. Baker (Birmingham). 
Hon. Assistant Secretary, Miss E. M. Bradshaw (Birmingham). 
Hon. Auditor, Mr. C. Jackson (Birmingham). 
Committee: Miss M. Atherton; Messrs. Cashmore, Chubb, Patrick, 
Sargeant, Woodbine. 


A revised set of Rules for the Division was submitted by the Committee, 
and after discussion, adopted by the meeting. 

A Vote of Thanks to the retiring officers and committee was moved by 
Mr. Lindsay and seconded by Mr. Chubb, both speakers making special 
reference to the work of the retiring Chairman (Mr. G. L. Burton), to whose 
efforts and enthusiasm the past year’s successful work was largely due. 

V. 


ANNUAL REPORT, 1925-26. 


The Committee have pleasure in submitting the following report for the 
year ending September 30th, 1926. 

MembersHip.—The Membership of the Division is now 125, compared with 
140 last year, a net decrease of 15. 

APPOINTMENTS.—During the year two members of the Division, Miss D. 
Procter and Miss F. Lloyd have secured appointments in Toronto, Canada. 

MeeEtINGS.—The Annual Meeting was held in Birmingham on October 7th, 
1925, when the following officers were elected :— 


Chairman, Mr. G. L. Burton. 

Hon. Secretary, Mr. V. Woods. 

Hon. Auditor, Mr. H. Goodall. 

Hon. Treasurer, Miss M. G. Baker. 
Assist. Hon. Secretary, Miss V. Weston. 

Committee : Miss M. Atherton, Messrs. H. M. Cashmere, L. Chubb, F. J. 
Patrick, H. Sargeant, H. Woodbine. 

Miss E. Weston, as Hon. Secretary of the Rambles, was co-opted to the 
Committee in November, 1925. 

Ordinary meetings have been held as follows :—November 18th, 1925, at 
the Reference Library, Birmingham. Debate on ‘‘ Specialisation—is it Worth 
While?’’ Opened by Messrs. Dunsby, Patrick, Ward and Chubb. 

January 20th, 1926, at West Bromwich. In the afternoon a visit was paid 
to the factory of Messrs. Kenrick and Jefferson, Ltd., business equippers. At 
the evening meeting Mr. G. L. Burton delivered his Presidential Address, 
‘* The Need for Association.” 
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February 25th, 1926, at the Reference Library, Birmingham. The third 
Magazine Evening; articles contributed by the Misses B. M. Cowdy, C. 
Dallison, G. Dry, E. E. Edinborough, G. M. Law, J. H. Paterson, P. Vernon, 
M. Willis, and Messrs. G. L. Burton and L. Chubb. 

March 26th, 1926. In the afternoon a visit was paid to the paper mill of 
Messrs. Smith, Stone and Knight, Ltd., Birmingham. At the evening meeting 
held at the Reference Library, Birmingham, papers were read by Messrs. 
G. L. Burton and H. Sargeant on ‘* The Work of the A.A.L.”’ 

April 21st, 1926, at Nuneaton. During the afternoon members were con- 
ducted through the Nuneaton part of the ‘‘ George Eliot country.’’ At the 
evening meeting Miss M. G. Baker read a paper on the ‘*‘ Life and Work of 
George Eliot,’’ and this was followed by a paper on ‘‘ Some characters and 
scenes from George Eliot,’’ by Mr. H. Sargeant. 

Detailed reports of these meetings have appeared in the ‘‘ Assistant.’’ 

The Committee acknowledges with pleasure, the services of the members 
who have read papers at the meetings, and the Librarians of West Bromwich and 
Nuneaton who have made local arrangements for meetings in those towns. 
Again the Committee acknowledges its indebtedness to Walter Powell, Esq., 
Chief Librarian, Birmingham, for granting the use of a room at the Reference 
Library for the meetings held in Birmingham. 

At the last Annual Meeting, it was suggested that meetings of the Division 
should be held monthly instead of bi-monthly. This has been tried during the 
year under review, and the Committee are of opinion that on the whole the 
monthly meetings have been a success, and should be continued during the 
coming year. 

EpucationaL Ac7ivities.—Educational classes have been continued during 
the year, classes being arranged in three sections, viz., Bibliography, conducted 
by Mr. Woodbine (15 students); Cataloguing, conducted by Mr. Patrick (5 
students) ; and Library Routine, conducted by Mr. L. Chub) (10 students). The 
demand these classes make on the leisure of the conductors is considerable, and 
the Committee on behalf of the Division, desires to express its gratitude for the 
splendid services rendered in the promotion of a most important branch of its 
work. 

During the year thirty-six members of the Division were successful 
candidates in the Library Association Examinations. 

The National Educational Scheme, which was under consideration by the 
Council of the Association at the time of our last Annual Meeting, is shortly 
to be put into operation. Careful consideration has been given to this Scheme 
by the Committee on several occasions during the year, special attention being 
devoted to its relation to members of the Division. 

It is of interest to note that this scheme has been brought into being very 
largely through a resolution sent to the Council by this Division in 1924, and 
your Committee express the hope that it will be accorded support by members 
of the Division. 

Mr. L. Chubb has represented the Division on the Special Committee of the 
Council responsible for the scheme, and thanks are due and rendered to him 
for his energy and enthusiasm in working for the scheme, and particularly 
watching the interests of members of this Division. 

Finances.—The finances of the Division have received the careful attention 
of the Committee during the year. There being little likelihood of the deficit on 
the accounts being appreciably lessened without some special measures, it was 
decided to open a subscription list and ask every member to contribute towards 
removing the debit balance. This fund will remain open until December Ist, 
and be included in next year’s accounts. 

SociaL Commitree.—A Social Committee consisting of the Chairman, Hon. 
Treasurer, Hon. Secretary, the Misses Atherton, Hardy, Paterson, Procter, 
E. Weston, and Messrs. Hunt and Lindsay, was appointed at the Annual 
Meeting to promote and organise the social activities of the Division. The 
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benefit of a special Committee to watch this part of the Division’s work is 
unquestionable, and the Committee hope that a Social Committee will again be 
appointed. The social events arranged by the Social Committee were as 
follows :—December 30th, 1925. Christmas Party at Shakespeare Rooms, 
Birmingham. March 10th, 1926. Dance at Vestry Hall, Birmingham. July 
14th, 1926. Excursion to Holt Fleet. 

RampcLes.—Eleven rambles have been held since the last Annual Meeting. 
The attendance has been smaller than in former years, but all the rambles have 
been very enjoyable; the weather was fine on nearly every occasion, and on 
eight days out of the eleven new ground was covered. 

Those who came will remember especially the jolly snowy rambles in 
December and January; the night when it poured with rain all the way from 
Bromsgrove to the Rednal tram; the mist and wind on Clent (when the Hon. 
Treasurer lost her hat), and the midnight ramble over Malvern, when we 
began a gloriously sunny Whit Monday with breakfast in a cottage garden on 
the hillside. 

RuLes OF THE Division.—The method of electing the Officers and Com- 
mittee was discussed at the last Annual Meeting, and the Committee were 
instructed to consider whether a change in the present procedure was desirable. 
Whilst examining this question the Committee took the opportunity of con- 
sidering the Rules of the Division generally, and their proposals on this subject 
will be presented to you to-night. 

ConcLusion.—This summary of the various activities of the Division is 
adequate evidence of its healthy and flourishing condition, which there is little 
doubt will be maintained in the future. The Committee must, however, point 
out the desirability of increasing the number of members attending the 
meetings. The average attendance—25—is far below what may reasonably be 
expected. The benefit derived from attendance at the monthly meetings is 
considerable, especially to junior members, amongst whom anything approaching 
regular attendance is rare. The co-operation and interest of junior members 
is essential if the meetings are to be a complete success, and fulfil their purpose. 

The decrease in membership is the most unsatisfactory result of the year’s 
work, and the Committee express the hope that every member will take 
advantage of all opportunities to bring in new members during the coming year. 

On behalf of the Committee, 
G. L. Burton. 
Chairman. 
Victor Woops. 
Hon. Secretary. 


September 22nd, 1926. 
BALANCE SHEET, 1925-26. 





£ sd, £& s. d. 

By subscriptions ... .. 388 19 6 Debit balance from 1924-25 413 1} 
Debit mes = ..» 013 9} Quotas to A.A.L. Treasurer 23 16 9 
Printing in ne « *& £ 8 

Hon. Secretary’s Account ... 113 3 

Ramble Secretary’s Account 013 1 

Hon. Treasurer’s Account 1 1 2 

Expenses for exam. classes 011 5 

Loss on social account 217 6 

£39 13 33 £39 13 3} 











Marion G. Baker, Hon. Treasurer. 
Examined and found correct, TH]. Goopatt. 
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Soutu Coast Division. 


The Fourteenth Annual Meeting, postponed from July on account of the 
unsettled conditions then prevailing, was held at Portsmouth, on Friday, 
October 15th. In spite of the fact that the clerk of the weather seems lately 
to have borne a special grudge against the South Cuast Division, the meeting 
was a most successful one, members being present from Brighton, Hastings, 
Hove, Portsmouth, Winchester and Worthing. 

A motor trip through the Meon Valley took place in the afternoon, and 
was thoroughly enjoyed by all, the country looking lovely with its magnificent 
autumnal colouring. A stop was made at the old church at Droxford, and 
another at Hambledon. In the latter village the visiting party were kindly 
entertained to tea by the Portsmouth Staff. The ccvntry tea-house proved 
a pleasant surprise, being provided with a dance hall and gramophone, and it 
was with sighs of regret that the members left this delightful place. 

The first part of the business meeting which was held at the Carnegie 
Branch Library was presided over by Mr. J. Hutt, M.A., the retiring Hon. 
President, who moved the adoption of the Annual Report, which was seconded 








by Mr. Summerfield. 


The officers for the ensuing year were elected as follows :— 


Hon. President. 
Miss E. Gerard, M.L.A. (Wort'iing.) 


Hon. Vice-Presidents. 


Mr. W. Ruskin Butterfield (Hastings). 

Miss M. Frost, F.L.A. (Worthing). 

Mr. J. Hardcastle, F.L.A. (East- 
bourne). 

Mr. J. Hutt, M.A., F.L.A. (Ports- 
mouth). 


Mr. C. Riddle, F.L.A. (Bournemouth). 


Chairman. 
Mr. E. Male, F.L.A. (Brighton). 


Vice-Chairman. 


Mr. A. Davis, F.L.A. (Southampton). 


Divisional Hon. Treasurer. 
Mr. A. Hamblyn (Eastbourne). 


DIVISIONAL 
Eastern Section. 
Miss Dean (Worthing). 
Miss Fox (Worthing). 
Miss Purdue (Hove). 
Mr. Webb (Brighton). 
With the Chairman, Vice-Chairman, 


Mr. H. D. Roberts, M.B.E., F.L.A. 
(Brighton). 

Mr. B. C. Short (Poole). 

Mr. H. A. Twort, County Librarian, 


W. Sussex. 
Mr. H. Wilson, County Librarian, 
E. Sussex. 


Divisional Hon. Secretary. 
Miss G. Dean (Worthing). 
Hon. Secretary (Eastern Section). 
Miss G. Dean (Worthing). 
Hon. Secretary (Western Section). 
Mr. J. Summerfield (Portsmouth). 


COMMITTEE. 
Western Section. 
Miss Kemish (Winchester). 
Mr. Mourant (Southampton). 
Miss Richards (Portsmouth). 
Mr. Summerfield (Portsmouth). 
Hon. Treasurer and Hon. Secretary. 


EASTERN SECTION COMMITTEE. 


Miss Gerard (Worthing). 
Miss Hartnup (Eastbourne). 


Miss Mardall (Brighton). 
Miss Young (Brighton). 


WESTERN SECTION COMMITTEE. 


Miss Bennett (Portsmouth). 
Miss Kemish (Winchester). 


Mr. Mourant (Southampton). 
Mr. Pepin (Bournemouth). 


Mr. Hutt, introducing the new Hon. President, Miss E. Gerard, said that 
in the honour the Division had paid Miss Gerard they had honoured themselves, 
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for no member had done more for the Association or taken a keener interest 
in the work. 

After Miss Gerard had delivered her Presidential Address, hearty votes of 
thanks were given to Mr. Hutt and the Portsmouth Staff for their very kind 
hospitality. Grace L. Dean, Hon. Sec. 





AnnuaL Report. 

The Committee has pleasure in submitting the Fourteenth Annual Report 
on the work of the Division. 

Membership.—The total membership of the Division is 71, and consists 
of 3 Fellows, 62 Members, and 6 Associate Members. This shows a pleasing 
increase of 15 over last year’s figures. 

Officers.—At the last Annual Meeting Mr. James Hutt, M.A., Borough 
Librarian, Portsmouth, was elected to the office of Hon. President; Mr. A. 
Webb terminated his tenure of the office of Chairman, and was succeeded by 
Mr. F. Pepper, Librarian, Winchester, and Mr. E. Male was elected Vice- 
Chairman. The other officers Miss G. Dean and Mr. A. Hamblyn, were 
re-elected as Hon. Secretary and Hon. Treasurer respectively. The Committee 
consists of four members from each section (of whom the Sectional Hon. 
Secretary was one) were elected as follows :—Miss Dean (Worthing), Miss 
Gerard (Worthing), Miss Hartnup (Eastbourne), Mr. Webb (Brighton), Miss 
Bennett (Portsmouth), Mr. Cooper (Portsmouth), Miss Lea (Bournemouth), 
Mrs. Woollett (Portsmouth), together with the Chairman, Vice-Chairman and 
Hon. Treasurer. 

The only Divisional Meeting held was the Annual one, which took place 
at Chichester, on Friday, July 3rd, when there was a regretfully small 
attendance, only 21 representatives from three libraries, Brighton, Portsmouth, 
and Worthing, being present. Mr. Hutt, who was unable to be present, sent a 
Presidential Address entitled ‘* Little things which matter ’’; this was read 
by Mr. Cooper. 

Miss Gerard has been elected as the Divisional Representative to serve on 
the General Council of the Association for the ensuing year, and Mr. Webb has 
been re-elected to the Council. Earlier in the year Miss Gerard was elected as 
the representative of the South Coast Division to serve on the newly formed 
educational sub-committee, which has been consideriag the scheme of national 
correspondence classes. Owing to geographical and other difficulties, the 
Division has been unable to offer any assistance to the scheme at present. 

Finance.—The yearly statement of receipts and expenditure is appended. 
The Hon. Treasurer reports a balance in hand of £7 10s. 

(Signed) J. Hutt, Hon. President. 
G. Dean, Hon. Secretary. 
STATEMENT OF RECEIPTS AND EXPENDITURE FOR YEAR ENDING JUNE 30th, 1926. 


RECEIPTS. EXPENDITURE. 
£ s. d. £s.d. 
Balance in hand June 30th, Remitted to Headquarters 14 7 9 
1925 aaa an .. 418 9 Remitted Eastern Section 
By subscriptions... .. 22 9 0 Rebate from subs. — m2 8 
Bank interest iin .. 0 2 3 Remitted Western Section 
Rebate from subs. ... w aoe F 
Hon. Secretary and Hon. 
Treasurer’s postage and 
petty cash whe an 
Balance in hand ine uw os 
£27 10 0 £27 10 0 


Examined and found correct E. Younc, N. Wess. 
June 25th, 1926. Hon. Auditors. 
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EASTERN SECTION. 


Membership.--The membership of this Section is 35, consisting of 1 Fellow, 
29 Members, and 5 Associate Members. 

Meetings.--The regular quarterly meetings have been held, all of them 
being fairly well attended :— 

October 21st, 1925. At the Public Library, Brighton. Chairman, Mr. E. 
Male, F.L.A., Brighton. Magazine Evening. 

January 20th, 1926. At Public Library, Worthing. Chairman Miss 
Marion Frost, F.L.A., Chief Librarian, Worthing. Mr. John Oxenham 
addressed the Members on ‘‘ By-products of Literature.’’ 

April 16th, 1926. At Eastbourne Public Library. Chairman, Alderman 
J. Easter, Vice-Chairman of the Eastbourne Public Libraries. Mr. G. Pass, 
B.A., gave a lantern lecture on G. B. Shaw’s “* St. Joan.”’ 

During the past year the usual hospitality in connection with tea has been 
dispensed with. Members meet for tea as usual, but all pay their own 
expenses. 

Officers.—Mr. E. Male (Brighton), was elected Chairman, and Miss G. 
Dean (Worthing), Hon. Secretary. Members elected to Committee were Miss 
Gerard (Worthing), Miss Mardall (Brighton), Miss Talmey (Hove), and Miss 
Young (Brighton). 

The Committee on behalf of the Section take this opportunity of expressing 
their thanks to the Authorities of the various towns where meetings have been 
held, to Miss Frost, F.L.A., Mr. H. Hardcastle, F.L.A., Mr. H. D. Roberts, 
M.B.E., F.L.A., Mr. John Oxenham, and Mr. G. Pass, B.A., for kind 
assistance rendered in various ways, which has helped largely towards the 
success and enjoyment of the session’s programme. Thanks are also due to 
the Staffs of the Libraries visited, and to all those who have done so much to 
ensure the successful working of the Section. 

The Committee feel that the result of this year’s work has been more success- 
ful than the preceeding one ; certainly more interest has been shown by Members, 
but a great deal more enthusiasm is still required. In conclusion, therefore, the 
Committee appeal to all assistants in this Section to do their utmost for their 
Association, by taking an active share in the meetings, by contributing papers, 
and by taking part in the discussions. 


BALANCE SHEET FOR THE YEAR, 1925-26. 


RECEIPTS. EXPENDITURE. 
£& s.d. £s.d. 
Balance in hand June, 1925 1 211 Hon. Secretary and Hon. 
Rebate from subscriptions 2 2 0 Treasurer’s postage and 
petty cash expenses -. 013 O§ 
Hire of slides for Mr. Pass’ 
lecture APR one .< OF 
Balance in hand asin os t-. 
£3 411 £3 411 





——_—_—_ 


(Signed) E. Mate, Chairman. 
G. Dean, Hon. Secretary. 


WESTERN SECTION. 


Membership.—The membership of the Western Section is 36, and consists 
of 2 Fellows, 33 Members, and 1 Associate Member. 
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Officers—Chairman, Mr. F. W. C. Pepper; Hon. Secretary, Mr. F. J. 
Cooper ; Sectional Committee :-— 
Mrs. Woollett, Portsmouth. Mr. Mourant, Southampton. 
Miss Bennett, Portsmouth. Mr. Cooper, Portsmouth, ex-officio. 
Miss Lea, Bournemouth. 


Meetings.—October 14th, 1925. Bournemouth. Chairman, Mr. Riddle, 
F.L.A., Borough Librarian, Bournemouth. Paper by Mr. Cooper on ‘‘ Reading 
and the personal element.”’ 

February 18th, 1926. Winchester. Chairman, Mr. Pepper, F.L.A., City 
Librarian, Winchester. Paper by Miss Kemish on ‘‘ Are Newsrooms 
necessary ?”’ 

May 20th. Southampton. Meeting cancelled owing to the industrial 
dispute. 

Financia STATEMENT, JUNE Ist, 1926. 


RECEIPTS. EXPENDITURE. 
£ os. d. £ s.d. 
Balance in hand June, 1925 2 13 Petty cash... _ « OFF Wy 
Rebate from subscriptions 118 7 Balance in hand axe a Se we 
£411 8 £4 11 


| a 


(Signed) F. W. C. Pepper, Chairman. 
F. J. Cooper, Hon. Secretary. 


EasTERN Counties Division. 


A meeting of the Division was held at Yarmouth on September 23rd, in 
the Patterson Room, at Alpha House, when representatives from Ipswich, 
Lowestoft, Norwich and Yarmouth attended. In the absence of the President 
(Mr. L. R. McColvin, F.L.A., Borough Librarian, Ipswich), who was unable 
to attend, the Vice-President (Mr. R. G. Watlow, Deputy Librarian, 
Yarmouth) presided. 

After the ordinary business of the Division had been transacted, a series 
of impromptu speeches was arranged, and the lot of introducing each subject 
fell to the ladies, Miss L. Smith (Norwich) introducing on the subject of the 
obliteration of betting news, Miss N. Wood (Lowestoft) on the subject of the 
desirability of local authorities varying the estimates of the Library Committee, 
and Miss E. Pyman (Ipswich) on *‘ Is the Public Library a luxury ?’’ 

The members of the Division were entertained to tea by the Yarmouth 
staff and afterwards were conducted (by arrangement of the Yarmouth staff) 
on a char-a-banc tour of the town, guided by Mr. H. Johnson, who gave much 
information on Yarmouth and on the various places having Dickens associations. 





APPOINTMENTS. 


*Grant, Miss I., Second Senior Assistant, Southend-on-Sea Public Library, 
to be Senior Assistant, Folkestone Public Library. 

*Harrop, L. M., Fulham Public Libraries to be a Senior Assistant, Croydon 
Public Libraries. Salary £120. 


*Wuite, S., Branch Librarian, Wallasey Public Libraries, to be Branch 
Librarian, Liverpool Public Libraries. Salary £230. 
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BOOKS OF THE MONTH. 


(A Selection of Some Books which may have escaped notice.) 


Aldanov (M. A.). The Ninth Thermidor. Trans. by A. E. Chamot. 
(Knopf, 7/6.) 

An historical romance of Russia at the time of Catherine the Great, 
which forms part one of a trilogy entitled ‘‘ The Thinker ’’; the third 


part has already been published in English by Jarrolds, under the title 
of ‘* Saint Helena.”’ 


Becque (Henri). Euvres Complétes. 4 vols. (Paris: G. Crés.) 


‘* Henri Becque, one of the greatest dramatists of the nineteenth century 
. . . died at the close of the century in all the odour of obliquity. Becque 
wrote two absolutely first-class modern realistic plays. One is La 
Parisienne. The other is Les Corbeaux.—Arnold Bennett, in The New Age, 
October, 1910. 


Berkman (Alexander). Prison Memoirs of an Anarchist. 
(C. W. Daniel, 10/6.) 
A reprint of a famous book first published in America in 1912. ‘‘ I have 
found it full of interest and suggestion. . . . It gives a most vivid picture 
of the sufferings of the detained in American prisons. . . . One cannot 


get away from the deep psychologic perceptions and the fine literary quality 
of the work.’’—-Edward Carpenter. 


Brenet (Michel). Haydn. Trans. by C. L. Leese. 
(Oxford University Press, 6/-.) 


‘* So far as I am aware, this is the best available biography of Joseph 
Hadyn.’’—Sir W. H. Hadow. 


Dent (E. J.).. Terpander; or, Music and the Future. (To-day and 
To-morrow Series.) (Kegan Paul, 2/6.) 


Gilchrist (R. M.). A Peakland Faggot: collected short stories. 
(Faber and Gwyer, 8/6.) 
‘* No record or estimate of the conte in English letters can be complete 


without study of his (i.e., Gilchrist’s) contributions thereto.’’—Eden 
Phillpotts. 


Honegger (A.). Pacific 231: transcription for the piano. 
(Chester, 3/-.) 
On its first performance in England at the Queen s Hall this ‘‘ mouvement 
symphonique ’’ was hissed—one man shouting out in anger ‘‘I refuse 
to listen to such rot and rubbish.”’ It is now fairly popular, however, and 
is included in the ‘‘ Proms ”’ every year. 


Leonard (W. E.). Two Lives: a poem. (Heinemann, 6/-.) 


A reprint of a little-known novel in Petrarchan sonnets. The T.L.S. says 
of it: *‘ A poem from the study of which we believe no sensitive reader 
will rise unaffected by pity and terror.’’ Other reviews confirm this 
judgment. 
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Lofting (Hugh). Doctor’s Doolittle’s Zoo. (Cape, 7/6.) 
Nicholson (Asenath). The Bible in Ireland. Ed. by A. T. 
Sheppard. (Hodder & Stoughton, 15/-.) 


The record of the travels of an eccentric old lady, who in 1844 came from 
America to Ireland to see for herself what the famine conditions were like. 
She distributed Bibles, common-sense, medicine, and money, and then 
wrote this enjoyable book. An interesting example of her opinions (though 
not of her common-sense) may be found on those pages wherein she sets 
down her reflections on entering the Belfast Library. 
‘* Eight thousand volumes without one of fiction! Is there another 
library in the globe that can say this? It speaks more for the good 
sense and correctness of principle in the people of Belfast than any 
praise or comment whatever can do. I felt, while sitting there, that 
there was an atmosphere of truth, entirely new. What would the reading 
community of all nations be, if youth had access to such libraries as 
these, and to no others?’’ Hide your faces in your hands for shame, 
you fiction readers. Who knows, you may have delayed the millenium ! 


Quevedo (Francisco Gomez de). Choice Humorous and Satirical 
Works. Trans. by Sir Roger L’Estrange, etc. (Broadway 
Translation.) (Routledge, 12/6.) 


A Spanish classic of the Renaissance period, translated into racy and 
vigorous English by the author of the best English version of AZsop. 


Sandburg (Carl). Selected Poems. Ed. by Rebecca West. 

(Cape, 6/-.) 
‘* He is like Robert Burns, a national poet . . . and expresses the whole 
life of the Middle West of to-day.’’ Rebecca West, the author from whom 
I have quoted, has grumbled at the poor and hostile reception of Sandburg 
in England. His work, to me, seems extraordinarily convincing and 
effective, but I have not personally been able to read it as poetry, except 
in the sense that Nietzsche’s works may be considered poetry. Readers 
with a finer and more reliable reaction to the unusual may agree with 
Rebecca West, however. They should certainly be given the opportunity to 
do so. 


Stendhal. The Abbess of Castro, and Other Tales. Trans. by 
C. K. Scott Moncrieff. (Chatto & Windus, 7/6.) 


Wolf (Humbert). News of the Devil. (Benn, 3/6.) 
A column review in a recent ‘‘ Observer,’’ by J. L. Garvin, makes it 
clear that this new poem is worth buying and reading. 

In addition to the volumes listed above, I should like to draw 
the attention of those of the younger members of the Association 
who may have missed them, to the new series now in the course 
of publication by Routledge at 12/6 each. The series is called the 
Broadway Travellers, and is edited by E. D. Ross and Eileen 
Power. Uniformly bound, with a charming colophon, the volumes 
issued to date are a welcome addition to any collection of 
topography. 

F.S.S. 














